CREDIT/CONTACT HOUR POLICY



standards that defines the considerations which establish equivalency of instruction and study and such
statement has beeadopted by the institution; or (iii) in the event of a temporary closure of an

institution by the State or local government as a result of a disaster, as defined in section 50.1(w) of this
Title, when the commissioner has granted approval for the ifistitto maintain a statement of

academic standards that defines the considerations which establish equivalency of instruction and study
and such statement has been adopted by the institution.”









Activity supervised as a groupwith substantial outside preparation expected

(laboratory, field trip, practicum, workshop, group studio): Courses with a focus on experienti
learning under the direct supervision of a faculty member, with substantial outside preparation
expected by the student. A semester credit hour is awarded for the equivalent of fifteen periods of
such activity, where each activity period is 100 minutes or more in duration. (2:1 ratio of contact
time to credits, per week).

Activity supervised as a groupwith substantial outside preparation expected

Credits Minimum Minimum Minimum Out | Minimum Out | Total of
awarded contact time instructional of Class of Class instructional
per week time Total for | Student Work | Student Work | contact time
15 Weeks per week Total for 15 and out of
(Contact time Weeks class student
X Weeks) (Outside Work | work
X Weeks)
1 100 contact 1500 contact | 50 minutes 750 minutes 2250 minutes
minutes minutes (37.5 hours)
2 200 contact 3000 contact | 100 minutes 1500 minutes | 4500 minutes
minutes minutes (75.0 hours)
3 300 contact 4500 contact | 150 minutes 2250 minutes | 6750 minutes
minutes minutes (112.5 hours)
4 400 contact 6000 contact | 200 minutes 3000 minutes | 9000 minutes
minutes minutes (150 hours)




Independent Study

Courses of study in which a faculty member regularly interacts and directs student outcomes with
periodic contact. Minimum credit hours are determined based on faculty instructional contact minutes
and student outside work time. In all such instances, such courses must match the total amount of work
using the examples previously provided, and the faculty member is required to keep records of the
meeting times and student work assigned so that contact hours can be calculated.

Internship/Practica/Field Experience/Clinical:

Courses of study in which a faculty member regularly interacts and directs student outcomes with
periodic contact, but where the actual learning environment takes plazaagfiis at an approved site.

The learning experience will typicglinvolve a site supervisor or preceptor and directed

activity/learning will occur outside of a lecture setting. A semester credit hour is awarded for a
minimum of45 hoursof work. The faculty member or program director responsible for the experience

is required to keep records of the amount of supervised work and the amount of outside work assigned
so that ontact hours can be calculated.

Accelerated Courses:

Courses offered outside of a standard 15-week semester in which the credit hours offered are the same

as standard semester courses and the content and substantive learning outcomes are the same as those in
the standard semester. These courses must meet the total amount ofonatraictl student work time

as the examplgzreviously provided even if delivered within an accelerated time frame.

Online Courses:

Courses offered entirely online without any on-site faetce meetings. These courses have the same
learning outcomes and substantive components of a standard lecture/seminar course with an alternate
delivery method. Contact time is satisfied by severahns, whiclean include, but is not limited to, the
following: @ Regular instruction or interaction with a faculty member once a veeedath week the

course runs. b) éademic engagement through interactive tutorials, group discussions moderated by
faculty, virtual study/project groups, engaging with class peers and computer tutorials graded and
reviewed by faculty. In all such instances, these courses must meet the total amount of instructional and
student work time as the exampfagviously provided even if delivered online or asynchronously.

Blended Courses:

Courses offered in a blended format with one or more on-sitedddeee class sessions and at least one
or more online sessions, both containing direct interaction with a faculty member. Contact time is
assessed using both on-site definitions (for the on-site portion) and online definitions as above (for the
online portion). In all such instances, these courses must meet the total amount of instructional and
student work time as the exampfagviously provided even if delivered online or asynchronously.



