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Apostrophes 

 

The apostrophe is primarily used in the following cases: (1) to show someone or something has or possesses 
something and (2) to show contraction/omission of letters.  

 Has/possesses:  Rick's ball is bouncy. (Rick owns/has the ball) 

 Contraction: I don't like you. (don't contracted from do and not) 

 

To determine if you need to form the possessive, rearrange the words as an "of the" phrase.  

 Example: the boy's hat = the hat of the boy 

 Example: three days' journey = journey of three days 

 

Another way to determine whether you need an apostrophe is to see if you can substitute a possessive pronoun 
(his, her, its, their) for the noun in question. If you can, you NEED the apostrophe. 

 Example: the boy’s hat = his hat 

 Example: my library’s policy = its policy 

 

Tricky Apostrophe Concepts 

1. Distinguish between it's and its, who's and whose. It's = it is (it's a contraction). 

There is no such word as its'. Its is possessive, like his or hers. Who's is a contraction of who is and whose 
shows possession (whose ball is that?) 

 

2. Distinguish between plural and possessive. Three teachers live down the street = plural (more than one 
teacher). The three teachers' houses reek = possessive (more than one of the teachers has/possesses a reeking 
house).  

 

3. Some words form their plural irregularly. In most cases, we add —s or —es to indicate plural. 
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5. 
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12.  Two of my friends own houses, but the rest of my friends rent.  ___________________ 

 

13. Its nose is warm: that’s why I know my dog is ill. ___________________ 

 

14.  Four hours ago I called you and left a message, but you still havent called me back. ____________ 

 

15. An apostrophes function is sometimes hard to determine. _________________ 

 

 

EXERCISE ON APOSTROPHES IN CONTEXT  

 

Directions: Circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer.  

 

1. Its not smart to wait until youve failed a class to ask for help. 

A. Add an apostrophe before the s in its and before the v in youve 
B. Add an apostrophe before the v in youve 
C. No change 

 

2. The childrens’ sneakers no longer fit.   

A. Move the apostrophe to before the s in childrens and add an apostrophe after the s in sneakers 
B. Move the apostrophe to before the s in childrens 
C. No change 

 

3. I could of been a contender when I was in my prime in the 1970s.   

A. Change could of to could’ve  
B. Add an apostrophe before the s in 1970s 
C. No change 
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6. My ex-girlfriend loves the song “Dont you forget about me,” but I happen to think that the songs’ lyrics are 
cliché. 

A. Add an apostrophe before the t in Dont and move the apostrophe from after the final s to before the final 
-s in songs


